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Popular and even academic belief of male commeseia{MCS)
in Peru depict this practice as performed by shycrabrginalized
people. In fact, research on this issue have fatosePeru almost
always on street boys or “fletes”, transgendertaausvestites
individuals working in the streets mainly for “e@mnic” reasons within
a context of violence and social exclusion. Thdse/s on MCS have
traditionally informed the HIV/STI prevention intentions and

research.

A closer evaluation of MCS reveals this practicbéca complex,
multilayered phenomenon, carried out by people wity different
social and economic backgrounds, and performedrufiderse
modalities, not only the well known street-bas et

These aspects of MCS remain largely unexploreliératcademic
literature on sex work in Peru. As a result of thigny people involved
in MCS (and vulnerable to HIV/STI) remain unreachgcbrevention
interventionsThe objective of this study was to describe the
characteristics, modalities and sociocultural aspestof MCS in

three Peruvian cities

Methods

(1) HIV/STI studies and
prevention activities on male sex
work have traditionally focused on
street-based modalities. (2) Plaza
San Martin in Lima is a well
known venue for male sex work.

« Exploratory, multi-site, ethnographic study of M@S.ima (Capital City), Iquitos and Pucallpa (Anoaian

cities).

« Observation of public behavior and informal cotsagith subjects in sex work venues.
« Semi-structured, in-depth interviews with 42 meser workers and 25 key-informants (health promaieds

officials, activists and researchers).

* Questions were asked about social relations, rit@abf sex work, sexual practices, and culturebnings

regarding sex work.

« Protocol, verbal informed consent format, and aesteinstruments previously approved by two Ethics

Committees (local and international).

An ethnographic research strategy was employed to gather information about social relations, modalities of MCS,
sexual practices, and cultural meaning regarding sex work. The fieldwork included observation in urban and peri-urban

settings, in-depth interviews, and informal contacts.

Results

MALE SEX WORK IS PRACTICED IN MULTIPLE VENUES ...

« Streets and public parks (the most visible)
« Bars and discotheques

* Saunas

« Porno cinemas

« Porno video clubs

« Hotels, motelshostales

... AND UNDER DIVERSE MODALITIES
« Street-based

« Apartments (of individuals, groups, and MCS ageski
« Night clubs (along with female sex workers)

« Brothels (along with female sex workers)

« Prisons

+ Boats (traveling by Amazonian rivers)

« Semi-rural zones surrounding cities.

« Camps (of woodwork, oil extraction, and others)

« On-line

Fleteoand trar 1sexuals
« Private escorts
Independent (“delivery”)
Agency-based (groups)
* Home-based
“Hosts” (anfitrioneg

«“Stri "/exotic dancers
Independent and groups
« “Masseurs” (in saunas)
« “Cook” men linked to primary industries
« Itinerant “visitors” (offering sex services to
workers and travelers)

Male sex work is carried out in diverse places and under complex and multiple modalities.
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DIFFERENT REASONS FOR INVOLVEMENT IN MALE SEX WORK

Among manyfletes(young menand
transvestites mainly those conducting MCS in the
streets, involvement in sex work typically results
from social exclusion and lack of other employmet
opportunities. Theeed of moneyfor daily survival
is for these men the principal motivation for doing
sex work.

However, mainly amongrorking and middle-
class menwe encountered different motivations for
selling sexual services. For exampteking for
sexual pleasure; as a hobby; for adventure;
entertainment, or meeting people; influenced by
peers; and “curiosity”. For these men, the money

“l began [to offer sex services] for necessity: ade a little
daughter and... | don't have a job now. The necestitiged to
me... | needed money(Flete, Lima:)

“When I go [to do MCS] I do it for the money. I rialive with

i this. | can't do another thing because there is awather job for

me here."(Flete, Iquitos)

“I had plans for adventure. A friend [transvestitehme from
Lima and told me about the many experiences shethza.
Val That attracted me and | went to Lima with her. dnit see the
sex work as a bad thing. | enjoyed (Transvestite, 30, Pucallpa),

“My friends talked about having sex with gay peops, |
wanted to have that experience. It was not for entio necessit

gained in MCS tended to be conceived more as “easy FUERVCIVEREIRIRVE WALERRTEEN RS S AN

money”.

By reviewing the life trajectories of sex workers

say not” (Exotic dancer, 24, Lima)

“The first time | went out [to offer sex servicdgjist wanted tJ

we also find thamotivations of individuals for ey feel the experience. But later, after having thpesience, and

performing MCSchange over time

“I accept the money... 300 solé

[c. US$ 90] for five minutes. | “What | like about selling se;
need money, but not badly. | ali is having fun and free drinks.
in this business because they [thi dance, drink.. | ha
clients] take you to luxurioug conversations, meet of
restaurants, good places... | likg people..."(Soldier, 23, Lima).
that” (Streepper, 25, Lima)

MIGRATION AND MOBILITY

Migratory experiences are frequently associated
with MCS. We identified two different patterns:
« Some sex workers participate in M@s a resulof
lack of money, job opportunities, or social support
the new environment.
« For another individuals, migration is part of fiais
work as a sex worker, since they actively travel to
other cities in pursuit of new markets to offerittsex
services (being transvestites who mainly make these
“work journeys”).

MCS, ALSO “ON-LINE” AND BY “DELIVERY"

In urban Peru, access to internet is quickly
increasing since the late nineties, and cell phames
widely available. Many sex workers use these
technologies to offer sex services and contactisie

In fact, many sex workers choose to avoid the
risks of violence and police raids in the streeys b
offering their sex services occasionally or exalabi
“on-line” or by “delivery”.

These new patterns of practice can represent
serious challenges for many social and health
interventions aimed at MCS, by focusing only on the
most visible and traditional forms of MCS.

Conclusions

when the client paid me | began to enjoy the monkffked the
money! Since then | didn't want to work as a cookraore”
(Transvestite, 28, Pucallpa).

“l do [sex work] because
have for  m,
[professional] studies. | a

close to completing them. |
addition, | use the money
pay for my appartment, food
the gym.." (Strepper, 23,
Iquitos).

“With the money [earned ir
sex work] | can support m)
family, have fun, buy things.
can also save some mone
(Transvestite, 24, Iquitos).

MOST SEX WORKERS PERFORM MCS IN
MORE THAN ONE FORM

For example: some individuals are street-based sex
workers as well as private escorts; agency-based
escorts usually also work independently; a manbean
a “home-based” sex worker in his own city, and work
in the streets in another cities. A young man riggbr
being afletein the afternoons, and a transvestite at
nights (“to gain more money”).

These transits through diverse modalities and
venues of MCS are also associated with the use of
different techniques for contacting clients.

“Before, | worked outside in the streets. But nowpublish my’
pictures on the intemet and receive calls to myt phone. It's
better." (Transvestite, Iquitos)

“I don't go on the streets anymore. There are toanpolice raids)
there, disputes [between transvestites] for thekpspaces... So |
prefer to work only by cell phone(Transvestite, Iquitos)

“Now, some of them [the fletes] find clients on theernet. They’
not coming to the park anymore(Veteran flete, n

“He [the intermediary] has the pictures of the irs on
phone. He shows the pictures to the clients: ‘chobe says.”
(Stripper, Lima)

“I have a cell phone, as well as a web site. | avaitable for the
client 24 hours per day, and I can also ask for enroney than i
the street.”(Transvestite escort, Iquitos)

By considering MCS as a diverse, complex and naykited social phenomena, then we can recognize doét!
and health vulnerabilities associated with thiscice (as HIV/STI) are driven not only by sexuahaeior itself but also
linked with specific personal, social and structe@nditions (motivations, class, material constisi violence, cultural

norms, etc.)

Our research presents an image of MCS that costséeteotyped versions that interpret MCS as alsarcia

individual “problem”, commonly associated with poye social

el on these

on, danger, and

premises, many HIV prevention initiatives have itiadally focused only omdividual sexual behavior or on the most

visible (usually street-based) modalities of MCS.

The heterogeneity of MCS identified in our studggests policymakers need to reappraise traditizieals of
male sex work if they wish to develop preventiod &itervention measures that will reach male consiaksex workers
who are quite adept at using the latest technabgidvances —especially in constrained resourtieget where cell
phones and internet access are widely available. fésearch and intervention strategies must tetkesiccount the

diversity of MCS when developing HIV and STI pretien
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