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Description
The revision process began with an empirical project 
which assessed the actual ethical issues encountered 
in HPTN research as well as a comprehensive literature 
review. The EGD was then revised to reflect this 
information and the current HIV prevention landscape. 
The HPTN Ethics Working Group and other experts met 
to debate and to revise the document. Subsequent 
versions of the document were circulated within and 
beyond the network for feedback and approval. 

Lessons Learned
•15 guidance points span the continuum of research
•Unlike other guidance documents, some of the points 
are morally required, while others are aspirational, 
reflecting the realities and constraints inherent to 
practice
•Each point identifies those accountable for it

Issues
Much has changed in HIV prevention science since the 
HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) issued its 2003 
Ethics Guidance Document for Research (EGD). Over 
the ensuing years there have been published results 
from important trials, challenges with community 
engagement in pre-exposure prophylaxis studies, 
increased availability of anti-retroviral treatment, critical 
attention in the professional literature to related ethical 
issues, and the promulgation of prominent guidance 
documents. These changes prompted the HPTN to 
revise the EGD. 

Next Steps
The revised EGD is well-positioned to help address the 
ethical challenges being faced in HIV prevention 
research. Energy will now be focused on 
operationalizing the guidance.  
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